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The Yoga Game
in the Garden
Written by Kathy Beliveau
Illustrated by Denise Holmes

n

Splash

Blubird

Written by Kallie George
Illustrated by Geneviève Côté

Written & Illustrated by
Lindsey Yankey

n

Spring 2017 Canadian
Children’s Book Centre Best Books
for Kids and Teens selection

2016-2017 Chocolate Lily
Award nominee

n

2015 Alcuin Society Award for
Excellence in Book Design
winner (Children’s, tie)
v

2015 Kansas Notable Book,
chosen by the Kansas Center for
the Book at the State Library of
Kansas

our mandate
Our approach to illustrated children’s books follows
the finest publishing tradition and spirit with
inspired content, extraordinary artwork, outstanding
graphic design form, and quality production.
We introduce contemporary books with a modern
appeal and fresh outlook, and offer a careful selection
of timeless stories that link the past with the present.

www.simplyreadbooks.com
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graphic novels l

new title
b Ages 7 to 11
44 pages
7.5” x 10.5”

Trade Cloth

the first
book in a new
graphic novel
series!

ISBN: 9781772290240

Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

The Errand
Written by Leo LaFleur c Illustrated by Adam Oehlers
d Leo LaFleur writes short
stories, poems, novels,
and songs. He studied
English, Philosophy, and
Great Books at St. Thomas
University and has been
published in literary
magazines throughout
North America, as well as
nominated for multiple
music-related awards.
He lives in Saint John,
New Brunswick, where
he finds a great deal of
inspiration in nature and
the surrounding forests.
d Adam Oehlers is a UK-based
illustrator and sculptor
whose work has earned him
a British Fantasy Awards
nomination.
4

You can’t remember how you became the errand boy
of a suspected witch...
You can only remember being desperate.

I

n this fable-like graphic novel, a young boy hurries to
deliver a package to an unusual and terrifying woman
who lives deep within the sinister Whispering Woods.
On the way, he must face his fears in the darkness of
the forest. He passes the mystical wolves of the deep
caves, slips by murderous spiders, feels the shaking of
the giant as it snores, and even encounters a glimmer of
hope...but what awaits him at the woman’s hut?
With poetic language and hauntingly beautiful
illustrations, Leo LaFleur and Adam Oehlers spin a
darkly fantastical tale, leading the reader on a couragetesting adventure through a forest of great magic and
ever deepening peril.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

www.simplyreadbooks.com
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picture books l

new title
b Ages 4 to 8
36 pages
8.25” x 11.75”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781772290202

Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

d Geneviève Côté enjoys
working with a variety of
talented authors and
sometimes writes stories of
Her work has earned her
the Governor General’s
Award and the Marilyn
Baillie Picture Book Award.
She lives in Montréal,
Québec.
b Also available from
Geneviève Côté:
The Tiny Tails series
Written by Kallie George

Trade Cloth | $12.95 US | $16.95 Can

Spark

Flare

Splash

9781927018248

9781927018507

9781927018774
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Shooting Star
Rider
Written by Nayoung Jin c Illustrated by Geneviève Côté

M

“

ake Granda well,” Elinor wishes. She waits and
waits for her wish to come true. Then, one
morning, she receives a postcard—from a shooting star!
Instead of granting her wish, however, the star tells her
not to wait for miracles from shooting stars anymore.
Outraged, Elinor sets out to change the shooting stars’
minds, embarking on an adventure that leads her to the
far reaches of outer space. Can she convince the stars
that granting wishes is their most important job of all?
This imaginative picture book from debut author
Nayoung Jin reminds us just how important hopes and
dreams can be.
d Nayoung jin is originally from Jeju Island, Korea,
and now studies Creative Writing (BFA) at the
University of British Columbia in Vancouver, BC,
Canada. She loves leading story times for toddlers at a
nearby community center and wishes that she could ride
shooting stars someday.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

l picture books

new title
b Ages 3 to 7
24 pages
8” x 8”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781772290042

Rights: World
$12.95 US | $16.95 Can

The Good
Morning Book

b Also available from
Lori Joy Smith:

Written & Illustrated by Lori Joy Smith

The Goodnight Book
Trade cloth
ISBN 9781927018422
Rights: World
$12.95 US | $16.95 Can

T

his funny, imaginative picture book takes the
reader to far off places to see how creatures of
many shapes and kinds say “good morning” to the ones
they love. Told with the whimsical paintings of Lori Joy
Smith, this is the perfect companion to her previous
offering, The Goodnight Book.
d Lori Joy Smith is an illustrator and fine artist whose
work has been exhibited at art galleries across Canada
and has appeared in Chirp, American Girl, Teen, and Today’s
Parent magazines, among others. Her previous picture
book, The Goodnight Book, was published by Simply
Read Books in 2014. She lives with her family in
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, Canada.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

b Praise for
The Goodnight Book
“Heaps of fun before oodles of
sweet, enchanted dreams.”
— School Library Journal

“I loved the gentleness of this
tale, the mysteries of the
creatures, and the bits of sleepy
dream space where enchantment
and invention prevail.”
— Arts East Review
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picture books l

new title
b Ages 3 to 7
32 pages
8” x 8”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781772290066

Rights: English NA
$15.95 US | $20.95 Can

d Satoe Tone is a Japanese
author and illustrator.
She was the 2013 winner
of Bologna Children’s
Book Fair’s International
Award for Illustration,
and has brought a number
of picture books to life
with her whimsical art and
playful text, some of which
have been translated into
Italian, French, German,
English, Korean, Chinese
and Spanish. She studied
illustration and graphic
design in Kyoto, completed
her studies in England, and
lives in Italy.
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Where the
Heart Is
Written & Illustrated by Satoe Tone

T

wo cats take an evening walk along the banks of a
lake. The black cat wants to catch the mysterious
lights that shine in the water, to give as a gift to the white
cat. But he can’t seem to grasp them, no matter how
hard he tries. Can the white cat help to show him that
the perfect gift isn’t important, when his efforts have
already captured her heart? Award-winning artist Satoe
Tone’s magical illustrations shine in this touching story
of love and friendship.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

l picture books

new title
b Ages 3 to 7
40 pages
9” x 10”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781927018880

Rights: English NA
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

When I Was a
Dinosaur
Written & Illustrated by Tatsuhide Matsuoka

W

hen a little boy gets a dinosaur costume for his
birthday, it opens up a world of imagination.
An amazing, prehistoric world, full of friendly
Iguanadons and dangerous Tyrannosauruses, and most
of all—adventure.
d Tatsuhide Matsuoka is an award-winning Japanese
author of picture books that help children become
familiar with science and nature.

www.simplyreadbooks.com
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picture books l

new title
b Ages 3 to 7
40 pages
8” x 11”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781927018873

Rights: World except Korea
$15.95 US | $20.95 Can

d Sua Hyeon graduated from
Seoul National University in
2010 with a Bachelor
of Fine arts in design and
has worked as graphic
designer. What Shall We Do?
is the second book she has
both written and illustrated.
She lives and works in
Seoul, South Korea.

What Shall We Do?
Written & Illustrated by Sua Hyeon

T

he bears have a problem. Their cub won’t... You
know...
Fart!

What if his belly swells up with gas? Will he float away?
Will he... explode!? Find out in this hilarious book
in which parents watch their ever-worsening worries
become real before their eyes!
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l picture books

new title
b Ages 6 to 9
48 pages
9” x 12”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781927018736

Rights: World
$17.95 US | $22.95 Can

Thumbelina
A Hans Christian Andersen story, retold by Elizabeth James
c

Illustrated by Kelly Vivanco

T

humbelina is as pretty and delicate as the flower she
was born in, and no bigger than her mother’s thumb.
She grows older, but no taller in their happy home until
she awakens one morning to a terrible surpise: an ugly
mother toad has kidnapped her and wants Thumbelina
to marry her even more awful toad son. So begins Hans
Christian Andersen’s classic story of hardship, adventure,
and friendship in a wild and wonderous world filled
with helpful fish, braggy June bugs, and a mysterious
mole. Thumbelina may be small, but her life is full of big
adventures in this beautiful picture book illustrated with
the modern paintings of Kelly Vivanco.
d Hans Christian Andersen (1805-1875), the Danish
author and poet, wrote numerous poems, plays, stories,
and travel essays, but is best known for his fairy tales.
He wrote over one hundred and fifty, published in
numerous collections during his life, many of which are
still in print today.
www.simplyreadbooks.com

d Kelly Vivanco recieved her
BFA with honors from
LCAD. Her work has been
exhibited in many museums
and galleries, including the
Museum at the California
Center for the Arts, the
Portsmouth Museum of
Art, Thinkspace, and the
Orange County Center for
Contemporary Art. She
lives and works at her home
in Escondido, California,
USA. For more info, visit
www.kellyvivanco.com.
b Also available from
Kelly Vivanco:
Snow White and
Rose Red
A Brothers Grimm story
retold by Kallie George

Trade cloth
ISBN 9781927018347
Rights: World
$17.95 US | $22.95 Can
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picture books l

new title
b Ages 3 to 7
40 pages
11” x 8.5”

Trade Cloth

die-cuts
throughout!

ISBN: 9781927018750

Rights: World
$17.95 US | $22.95 Can

d Doug Keith began his
professional career as a
commercial artist in New
York City, eventually
relocating to Seattle, WA,
where he started his own
art studio in 1983. Since
then he has illustrated
over forty picture books,
designed and illustrated
a number of alphabets,
sculpted characters for
garden statuary and
received numerous fine art
commissions. Doug often
contracts with Seattle’s EMP
Museum, where he uses his
creative skills to enhance
their unique exhibits.

12

The Storybook
Prince
Written & Illustrated by Doug Keith

A

young prince loves to read storybooks and share
them with the many friends that come to visit him
at the castle. The dragon loves stories about witches,
and the witch loves stories about trolls. But what story
is the prince’s favorite? Die-cuts throughout this book
let readers peek into each fairy tale the prince reads to
his friends.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

l picture books

new in translation
b Ages 6 to 9
52 pages
6.5” x 9”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781772290226

Rights: English World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

My Best Friend
Written by Gilles Tibo c Illustrated by Janice Nadeau

A

mysterious shadow walks the corridors. It goes
from room to room, and sometimes leaves with
someone in its arms, taking them to the land of
dreams. Until one day a patient at the hospital—a little
boy—speaks to the shadow, offering it a drink of water.
The boy is fearful at first, but as he gets to know the
shadow through their conversations, he realizes that she
has feelings of her own. So begins a great friendship
between an unlikely pair: a little boy, and Death.
This beautiful story addresses the difficult subject of
death for young readers. It won the 2008 Governor
General’s Award for Children’s Literature in it’s
original French (Ma meilleure amie, les Éditions Québec
Amérique, 2007) as well as the Grand Prix Illustration
du Concours Lux 2008 and the Prix Alvine-Bélisle
2008. It is now available in English for the first time.

d Janice Nadeau studied
graphic design at the
Université du Québec à
Montréal and illustration
at the École supérieure
des arts décoratifs de
Strasbourg (France) before
working as an art director
for various organizations.
She has illustrated a
number of books and is
a three-time recipient of
the Governor General’s
Award for Illustration.
Nadeau lives in Montréal,
Québec, where she teaches
illustration at the École
de design of Université du
Québec à Montréal. For
more information, visit
www.janicenadeau.com.

d Gilles Tibo is a highly acclaimed author and
illustrator with over 150 books to his name. He lives in
Montréal, Québec.
www.simplyreadbooks.com
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picture books l

new in translation
b Ages 3 to 7
40 pages
8.5” x 8.5”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781772290219

Rights: English World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

d Geneviève Godbout lives
in Montreal, where she
works as a children’s book
and fashion illustrator.
She studied traditional
animation in Montreal and
at the prestigious school of
“Gobelins” in Paris. Some
of her clients include The
Walt Disney Company,
Chronicle, Random House
Canada, Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, Flammarion, les
éditions Milan, Comme des
Géants and La Pastèque.

Searching for Sleep
Written by Pierrette Dubé c Illustrated by Geneviève Godbout

S

omewhere deep in a dark cave sleeps a family of
black bears: the father, the mother, and four cubs.
But wait! One of the cubs isn’t sleeping after all...
In this adorable picture book, a little bear cub is sure
that sleep must be hiding from him. He searches
under his sibling’s beds, but doesn’t find it there. It
isn’t flattened under the rug, or hidden under the
sheets either. Where could it be? Searching for Sleep
was published in the original french as Où s’est caché le
sommeil? (Éditions Les 400 coups, 2012).
d Pierrette Dubé is the author of over twenty books for
children. She studied arts at the Unversity of Montreal
and translation at McGill University, and has worked
as a proofreader, editor, and translator. Her books
have won many French Canadian awards, including a
Prix des libraires du Québec 2015, the Prix du livre M.
Christie 1996 (best book for children under seven), and
the Prix Québec/Wallonie-Bruxelles de littérature de
jeunesse 2007. She lives in Saint-Lambert, Québec.
14
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l picture books

new special edition
b Ages 3 to 7
32 pages
12” x 6”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781927018897

Rights: English World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

b Praise for
One Winter Night
“Exquisite...on page after
stunning page of poetry and
accompanying illustrations, the
mice encounter other denizens
of the winter night.”
— Globe & Mail

b Also available from
Jennifer Lloyd:

special edition:
One Winter Night
Written by Jennifer Lloyd c Illustrated by Lynn Ray

N

ow available in a new large-format special edition!
One winter night, out of their nest, ten little grey
mice climb onto the ice. One by one, they run back to
the house, each scared off by a new animal that comes
by—until the last one finds itself far down the ice and
has to hurry back, past each of the ten animals.
Hurry, hurry! Scurry scurry!
The original edition of One Winter Night (Simply Read
Books, 2007) earned an Honorable Mention at the
Alcuin Society Awards for Excellence in Book Design.
d Jennifer Lloyd is the author of several children’s
picture books and the Murilla Gorilla series of early
readers. When she is not at her writing desk, she works
as a kindergarten teacher in Blainville, Québec. You
can find out more about Jennifer’s books at www.
jenniferlloyd.ca.
d Lynn Ray is an artist living in North Vancouver, BC.
www.simplyreadbooks.com

The Best Thing About
Kindergarten
Illustrated by Qin Leng

Trade cloth
ISBN 9781897476826
Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can
Taffy Time
Illustrated by Jacqui Lee

Trade cloth
ISBN 9781927018620
Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can
Ella’s Umbrellas
Now in paper!
Visit page 21 for details

Looking for Loons
Now in paper!
Visit page 22 for details

Visit pages 30-31 for info on Jennifer Lloyd’s
early reader series: Murilla Gorilla
15

picture books l

new special edition
b Ages 4 to 8
44 pages
9” x 10.75”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781772290196

Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

d Caroline Woodward
grew up on a Cecil Lake
homestead in B.C.’s Peace
River region, where all the
children are brave and
tough and where she really
did walk a mile to her
school bus stop, uphill
both ways. She lives
on the Lennard Island
Lightstation at the entrance
to Clayoquot Sound, near
Tofino, Canada. Find
out more about Caroline
and her books at www.
carolinewoodward.ca.
d Julie Morstad is a multiaward-winning author
and illustrator who makes
drawings for books and
many other things.
She lives in Vancouver,
Canada, with her husband
and three kids, who all like
to draw every day, too.
Visit pages 17 & 28 to find out more
about Julie Morstad’s other books.
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special edition:
Singing Away the Dark
Written by Caroline Woodward c Illustrated by Julie Morstad

N

ow available in a new, jacketed, large-format
special edition! On a dark winter’s morning
a little girl has to trudge a mile to catch the school
bus. Will she be able to sing her way through the
shadows? Lilting rhyming text by Caroline Woodward
and stunning paintings by multiple award-winning
illustrator Julie Morstad herald an era when singing
away the dark was part of a six-year-old’s rural schoolgoing routine.
The original edition of Singing Away the Dark (Simply Read
Books, 2010) was a finalist for the 2011 Marilyn Baillie
Picture Book Prize, the 2010-2011 Amelia Frances
Howard-Gibbon Illustrator’s Award, the 2011 Ruth
and Sylvia Schwartz Award (Picture Book category), and
the 2011-2012 Chocolate Lily Award (Picture Book
category). It was also a 2012 Best Books for Kids and Teens
selection by the Canadian Children’s Book Centre.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

l picture books

new in paper
b Ages 4 to 8
40 pages
7” x 10”

Paperback
ISBN: 9781772290080

Rights: World
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

d Sara O’Leary is an author,
playwright, and literary
journalist. She is the author
of the award-winning
Henry Books, as well as
several other picture books
including This is Sadie and
You Are One. She teaches
Writing for Children and
Screenwriting at Concordia
University in Montreal.

When You Were Small
Written by Sara O’Leary c Illustrated by Julie Morstad

T

his critically acclaimed, award-winning picture
book, from powerhouse talents Julie Morstad
and Sara O’Leary, is now available in paperback! All
children like to hear stories about when they were
small. In this charming story, part of the popular
Henry Books series, a young boy and his father
reminisce together before bedtime. For chidren
there is a whole period of their life that they cannot
remember and, for all they know, it could have been
the most magical time of their life.

The hardcover edition of When You Were Small won the
2007 Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award and First
Prize at the 2007 Alcuin Society Awards for Excellence
in Book Design, was shortlisted for the 2007 Amelia
Frances Howard-GIbbon Illustrator’s Award, and was a
2007 CanWest Raise-a-Reader Beginning Reader Pick.
www.simplyreadbooks.com

The Henry Books
By Sara O’Leary & Julie Morstad

When I Was Small
Trade cloth
ISBN 9781897476383
Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

Where You Came From
Trade cloth
ISBN 9781894965460
Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

When You Were Small
Trade cloth
ISBN 9781894965361
Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

Visit pages 16 & 28 to find out more
about Julie Morstad and her books.
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picture books l

new in paper
b Ages 4 to 8
36 pages
8.25” x 9”

Paperback
ISBN: 9781772290097

Rights: World
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

b Praise for
The New Arrival
“A beautifully illustrated,
touching story...this story will
help to prepare young children
for that first day anywhere.”

The New Arrival

— School Library Journal

“Happily call[s] to mind the
Hundred Acre Wood.”
— Publisher’s Weekly

“Nastanlieva’s sketchy
illustrations are the very
definition of lovable...a
warmhearted story.”
— Booklist

b Also available from
Vanya Nastanlieva:

Written & Illustrated by Vanya Nastanlieva

N

ow available in paperback! When you are a little
hedgehog, you must find your own place to live.
Sam sets off to find his and quickly does—in a lovely
tree in a nice forest. There’s only one thing, one
important thing, missing—friends. Will Sam find
someone to share and play with?
d Vanya Nastanlieva is a freelance illustrator from
Bulgaria. She studied Textiles and Fashion before
getting a BA in Book and Graphic Design from The
National Academy of Art in Sofia, Bulgaria. She
received her MA in Children’s Book Illustration from
the Cambridge School of Art, England. One of her
final projects was highly commended in the Macmillan
Prize for Children’s Book Illustration 2011. Her
picture books include The New Arrival, and Mo and Beau.
She currently lives in Cambridge, England.

Mo and Beau
Trade cloth
ISBN 9781927018637
Rights: World
$15.95 US | $20.95 Can
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l picture books

new in paper
b Ages 4 to 8
32 pages

Parlato

world that
Loved Books
The

8” x 10”

Paperback
ISBN: 9781772290127

Rights: World
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can
the

World that loved Books
simply read Books

Step h en Parlato
8/29/17 3:02:17 PM

The World that
Loved Books
Written & Illustrated by Stephen Parlato

S

tephen Parlato’s picture book of colorful, intricate
collages is now available in paperback! In a world
where all creatures read, marvelous transformations
occur. Cats reading about mice become mice. Horses
reading about fish become fish. Even a rhinoceros
that reads about butterflies becomes butterflies. This
beautiful, uniquely illustrated fable about how books
can change us in marvelous and unexpected ways has
captured the imaginations of many children and adults
around the world.
The hardcover edition of The World That Loved Books was a
finalist for the ForeWord Magazine 2008 Book of the Year
Award in the Children’s Picture Book category.

d Stephen Parlato, originally
from Levittown, Long
Island, New York, resides
and works in his studio
in Baltimore, Maryland.
A graduate of both The
Cooper Union School of
Art and Architecture and
The Maryland Institute’s
Hoffberger School of
Graduate Painting, he
is considered one of the
foremost collage artists
working today. Parlato is
the author/illustrator of
the picture books Dragons
Love (Simply Read Books,
2009) and The World
That Loved Books (Simply
Read Books, 2008).
Find out more at www.
stephenparlato.com.
b Praise for
The World That Loved Books
~ PBS Recommended Picture Book!
“A bizarre and thoroughly
enjoyable exercise inspired by
the 16th-century Italian artist
Archimbolodo.”
— Kirkus Reviews

“This book is a piece of art but will
appeal to all.”
— Resource Links

“Celebrates...the power of reading
to transform us in magical ways.”
— Quill & Quire

www.simplyreadbooks.com
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picture books l

new in paper
b Ages 4 to 8
40 pages
8” x 10”

Paperback
ISBN: 9781927018859

Rights: World
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

d Ashley Spires has a
Bachelor of Fine Arts from
the Emily Carr Institute
of Art and Design and
a Graduate Diploma in
Illustration from Sheridan
College. She is the creator
of the Binky The Space Cat
series of junior graphic
novels, which have earned
her numerous awards,
including the Silver
Birch Express and the
Hackmatack. She has also
written and illustrated
several picture books that
are known for providing
readers with a good laugh.
She lives in Ladner, BC.
Find out more at www.
ashleyspires.com.
b Praise for
The Red Shoes
“Spare text and 1960s fashions
lend a subtle sophistication of
bygone days when shopping trips
required white gloves and dresses.
Any child who’s ever begged for
the least sensible shoes in the store
(and later worn them to bed) will
definitely relate.”

The Red Shoes
Written by Eleri Glass c Illustrated by Ashley Spires

T

his singsong story about a trip to the shoe store,
perfectly complimented with artwork from awardwinning illustrator Ashley Spires, is now available in
paperback! All of the shoes in the shoe store are plain
and dull except for one pair: the apple red shoes, just
waiting to be picked. The little girl knows that they are
the shoes for her, but can she convince her mom? This
cheerful tale is matched with charming illustrations
that depict the fashions of the 1960s.
d Eleri Glass is a traveling storyteller and poet. She
grew up in New Zealand and came to Canada when she
was eight. She currently lives in Vancouver, BC.

— Publisher’s Weekly

“A charming, singsong story.”
— Midwest Book Review

“A rare gem that will delight
young readers as well as older
ones who are still young at heart.”
— Canadian Children’s Book News
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down she also felt glad. Soon, only her favorite umbrella remained.
Surely her mother wouldn’t mind if she kept just this one.

day camp children. She met a drenched dog walker and waterlogged
workmen—all without umbrellas.

l picture books

new in paper
b Ages 4 to 8
36 pages
8” x 10”

Paperback
ISBN: 9781772290103

Rights: World
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

d Jennifer Lloyd is the
author of several children’s
books and works as a
kindergarten teacher in
Blainville, Québec.
www . jenniferlloyd . ca
Ella slowly made a bigger sign.

VisitShe
pages
30 forinto
more
piled15
the&
umbrellas
her books by
wagon
but
held
tight
to
the
blue
Jennifer Lloyd.
from Kathmandu.

Ella’s Umbrellas
Written by Jennifer Llloyd c Illustrated by Ashley Spires

d Ashley Spires is an awardwinning illustrator who
lives in Ladner, BC.
Visit page 20 to learn more about
Ashley Spires.

Lugging her load towards town, she did not notice
the creeping clouds all around. The wind came up.
It started to sprinkle. The rain grew heavier . . . and heavier!

T

his award-winning picture book from Jennifer
Lloyd and Ashley Spires—the perfect read for
a rainy day—is now available in paperback! Ella has
every umbrella under the rainbow, from aquamarine
to jellybean green. Her umbrellas fill up the entire
house. Aunt Stella from Kathmandu is coming to
visit and Ella’s mom demands that Ella get rid of
her umbrellas. But Ella wants to keep her precious
possessions. Brought to life through rhythmic text and
fun watercolor illustrations, this is a book to cheer
anyone up on a drizzly day.
The hardcover edition of Ella’s Umbrellas was a 2009
Alcuin Society Award for Excellence in Book Design
third prize winner, a 2014 Rainforest of Reading
nominee, a 2010 Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s
Literature Prize finalist, and a 2011 Canadian Toy
Testing Council Top 10 Great Books for Children selection.

So

b Praise for
Ella’s Umbrellas
“An enchanting combination
of Jennifer Lloyd’s playful,
alliterative text and Ashley
Spires’ quirky watercolours.
Both provide knowing, gentle
humour and contribute to the
story’s sweet conclusion.”
— Quill & Quire

“In this season of April showers,
a book about umbrellas is
welcome relief and good
company indoors”
— Montreal Gazette

www.simplyreadbooks.com
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picture books l

new in paper
b Ages 4 to 8
32 pages
8” x 10”

Paperback

looking
for loons

ISBN: 9781772290158

Rights: World

$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

d Kirsti Anne Wakelin is a
freelance designer, writer,
and illustrator. She has
illustrated several picture
books, including Looking
for
Written by Jennifer Lloyd
Loons and Dream Boats, which
Illustrated by Kirsti Anne Wakelin
was a 2014-2015 Chocolate
Lily Award nominee. She
lives in Vancouver, BC.
b Praise for
Looking for Loons
~ Winner of one of the Canadian
Toy Testing Council’s 2009 top ten
“Great Books for Children” awards!
“If this book doesn’t have you wanting
to rent a cabin in the woods, I don’t
know what will...a real treat.”
—Scholastic Book Review

“A sensory feast, from the sunlight
on a pillow to the bang of a castiron pan on the stove.”
— Cottage Life

“Luminous watercolors are an
excellent match for the natural
beauty of the tale’s setting...a very
attractive and well-designed book.”
— Quill & Quire

Looking for Loons
Written by Jennifer Lloyd c Illustrated by Kirsti Anne Wakelin

T

his lovely story about a family enjoying nature
together at little cottage on a lake, told in rich
watercolors, is now available in paperback! Just after
sunrise, a boy ventures to the front porch of his
family cottage to scan the misty lake with an old pair
of binoculars. He is looking for loons. As he waits,
his other pajama-wearing
members
join
him,checkered
Just thenfamily
a family of
beautiful black
and white
and together they experience
the
fascinating sights and
birds came into
view.
sounds of nature. “Smack,” went one bird as it dove deep into the water.
“Caooooooom,” went another, calling out to its family.

d Jennifer Lloyd is the author of several children’s
Patrick cried, jumping up from his seat.
books and works as “Loons!”
a kindergarten
teacher in
Blainville, Québec. www.jenniferlloyd.ca
Visit pages 15 & 30 for more books by Jennifer Lloyd.
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l picture books

new in paper
b Ages 3 to 7
40 pages
8” x 10”

Paperback
ISBN: 9781772290172

Rights: World
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

By Michael Moniz

First paperback edition published in 2016 by Simply Read Books
First published in 2011
www.simplyreadbooks.com
Text and illustrations © 2011 Michael Moniz
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without
the written permission of the publisher. The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any
responsibility for author or third-party websites or their content.
Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication
Moniz, Michael
Wazzyjump / written and illustrated by Michael Moniz.
ISBN 978-1-897476-58-1

b Praise for

Title.
PS8626.O54W39

2011

jC813’.6

C2011-900171-3

We gratefully acknowledge for their financial support of our publishing program the Canada Council
for the Arts, the BC Arts Council, and the Government of Canada through the Canada Book Fund (CBF).
Manufactured in Korea

Wazzyjump

Book design by Michael Moniz and Natasha Kanji
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

SIMPLY READ BOOKS

~ A Canadian Toy Testing Council
2014 “Recommended Read”
selection!
“Sublime.”
— Kirkus Reviews starred review!

“A delightful tale of mystery,
discovery, and friendship.”

Wazzyjump
Written & Illustrated by Michael Moniz

M

ichael Moniz’s debut picture book—a charming
story inspired by Aesop’s Fables—is now available
in paperback, updated with a new cover illustration!
Wazzyjump is a magical rabbit, but no one knows
what his magic is. Lion, ruler of all the beasts, wants
to steal Wazzyjump’s magic for himself. And so does
tricky Fox. But these selfish rivals are about to learn an
unexpected and important lesson from the little rabbit,
for Wazzyjump has a special magic that can be had but
cannot be stolen.

— CM Magazine 4/4 stars review!

“Moniz has created a delightful
folktale in Wazzyjump. His
charming watercolor paintings
and
complement
hen theare
rulerenchanting
of all the beasts,
a great
lion, visited the forest he
the
warm
feeling
of
storythe thought that
heard tales of Wazzyjump. Lion couldthe
not stand
any creatureperfectly.”
was more special than he. He vowed to capture

W

Wazzyjump so he could take the creature’s magic for himself, no

— Resource Links

matter what it was.

d Michael Moniz spent his childhood living between
the big city and the tranquil Azores islands of Portugal.
He has written and illustrated several picture books,
including Wazzyjump, The Boy and the Whale, and The Cardinal
and the Crow (a 2016 Forest of Reading Blue Spruce
Award nominee from the Ontario Library Association),
as well as the YA novel The Whalemaster. When Michael is
not telling stories, he works as an Artistic Director for a
Toronto-based advertising agency.

WVisit page 29 to learn more about Michael Moniz’s other books.
azzyjump was also the most mysterious of the forest creatures.

The other animals had only ever caught a glimpse of him from
behind as he darted through the woods.

www.simplyreadbooks.com
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picture books l

new in paper
b Ages 4 to 8
32 pages
10.25” x 10.25”
Nominated for the 2011 Sakura Medal
“This beautifully illustrated book celebrates what
we all love about books: their power to transport
us anywhere.” ~ Resource Links

ISBN: 9781772290189
www.simplyreadbooks.com

Rights: World
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

David Michael Slater
Illustrations by Doug Keith

David Michael Slater & Doug Keith

Paperback

THE BORED BOOK

Visit page 12 to learn more.

Simply Read Books

d Doug Keith lives in Seattle,
WA where he started his
own art studio in 1983. He
has illustrated over forty
picture books and often
contracts with Seattle’s EMP
Museum, where he uses his
creative skills to enhance
their unique exhibits.

The Bored Book
Written by David Michael Slater c Illustrated by Doug Keith

T
b Praise for
The Bored Book
“This wordless book begins
perfectly...like characters in a
wittier version of the Magic Tree
House series, the brother and
sister fall through the pages and
into perilous adventures involving
snow monsters and pirates.”
— New York Times Book Review

“This beautifully illustrated book
celebrates what we all love about
books: their power to transport
us anywhere.”
— Resource Links
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his acclaimed wordless picture book that
celebrates the joy of reading and imagination is
now available in paperback! A brother and sister are
bored and irritated visiting their grandfather. There’s
no TV, no video games or computers—only books!
Sent by their grandfather into the attic, they discover
a dusty volume that is unlike all the others. When they
open it, it expands into a giant map. As the map grows
larger and larger, filling the attic, the children fall into
adventures that take them all over the world, face to
face with sharks, pirates, knights, even an abominable
snowman. Suddenly their visit is anything but boring!
The hardcover edition of The Bored Book was nominated
for the 2011 Sakura Medal.
d David Michael Slater teaches middle school in
Portland, Oregon, where he lives with his wife and
son. David has written many award-winning books,
including Cheese Louise!, The Ring Bear, and Ned Loses His
Head. David is also the author of the teen series, Sacred
Books, and Selfless, a novel for adults.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

l picture books

recently published in paper
b Ages 5 to 9
56 pages
8” x 10”

Paperback
ISBN: 9781772290110

Rights: World
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

b Praise for
Gulf Islands Alphabet
“Readers anywhere will take
pleasure in the colourful names
and landscapes.”
— Quill & Quire

“For sheer beauty of presentation,
Gulf Islands Alphabet...gets full marks.”
— Winnipeg Free Press

Gulf Islands
Alphabet
Written by Bronwyn Preece c Illustrated by Alex Walton

T

his gorgeous picture book is now available in
paperback! Gulf Islands Alphabet flows from letter to
letter, island to island, blending the charms, natural
beauty, character, and values of this unique corner
of the world. The inviting language and compelling
illustrations take children and adults alike on an
island-hopping journey through the south-western
corner of British Columbia, Canada.
d Bronwyn Preece lives on the off-the-grid island of
Lasqueti, BC. As an Applied Theatre practitioner and
author, she focuses on fostering meaningful social
and ecological dialogue through the arts. She was the
youngest woman ever elected to the Islands Trust local
government, serving two consecutive terms. Gulf Islands
Alphabet was written while overlooking the Strait of
Georgia, in a cabin run on solar and water-power. For
more information on Bronwyn and the workshops she
offers, visit: www.bronwynpreece.com.
www.simplyreadbooks.com

d Alex Walton was born
in Jamaica, moved to
England, then finally
settled in British
Columbia, Canada. Here,
he learned to appreciate
nature and the outdoors,
which he often brings
into his paintings. He
studied art, earned a
degree in Natural Resource
Management, and has
illustrated a number of
children’s books. For
more information, visit
waltonillustrations.com.
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picture books l

recently published
b Ages 3 to 7
36 pages
8” x 10”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781927018675

Rights: World
$15.95 US | $20.95 Can

d Jori van der Linde is a
freelance illustrator living
and working in Vancouver,
BC. She graduated from
the Emily Carr University
of Art and Design with a
Bachelor of Illustration,
and her work has been
recognized by the Society
of Illustrators, 3x3 Magazine,
and Creative Quarterly. Her
artwork is fueled by cooking
breaks, countless movies,
gardening adventures, and
endless cups of tea.
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Teatime
Written by Tiffany Stone c Illustrated by Jori van der Linde

A

nighttime adventure begins when two friends share
a cup of tea—by diving in off a teaspoon! They row
sugar cubes to shore, slide down a teapot spout, and
skate on a plate of cookies in a land of sweet surprises.
The lilting rhyming text and gorgeous illustrations make
Teatime a classic storybook that brings to mind the poems
of A Child’s Garden of Verses.
d Tiffany Stone is a children’s poet and the author of
three books of rhyming poetry: Floyd the Flamingo and His
Flock of Friends, Baad Animals, and Rainbow Shoes. At teatime,
she likes a nice cup of Earl Grey. Tiffany lives in Maple
Ridge, BC, with her husband and three children. Visit
her online at www.tiffanystone.ca.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

l picture books

recently published
b Ages 7 to 9
44 pages
9.5” x 10.75”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781927018651

Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

b Praise for
The Woman Who Married a Bear
~ A Teaching and Learning
for Peace Foundation
Recommended Book!
~ Year’s Best Picture Book,
Resource Links
“Truly a classic story in the most
profound sense of the word.”
— Midwest Book Review

The Woman Who
Married a Bear

“A memorable examination
of the interdependence
between humans and their
environment.”
— Kirkus Reviews

Retold by Elizabeth James c Illustrated by Atanas

T

his beautiful retelling of an ancient West Coast First
Nations tale has been re-released with a special
textured cover. An arrogant young girl who insults the
bears must face the consequences: punishment from the
bears themselves. Detailed watercolor illustrations convey
the spectacular natural beauty of the Pacific West Coast,
from its misty seashores to its wildflower-filled meadows
and icy mountain peaks. Both story and pictures teach
children the importance of respecting and honoring
nature and animals.

b Also available from
Atanas Matsoureff:
The Lost Island
Written by Emily Pauline Johnson

Rights: World
Paperback
ISBN 9781897476444
$9.95 US | $12.95 Can

d Elizabeth James lives in Vancouver, BC, and loves the sea.
d Atanas Matsoureff was born in Bansko, Bulgaria.
His watercolor paintings are prized for their beauty
and sensitivity to the natural world. His previous
picture book, The Lost Island, was published by Simply
Read Books in 2010.

www.simplyreadbooks.com
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picture books l

recently published
b Ages 4 to 8
40 pages
9” x 11”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781927018682

Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

b Praise for
Today
~ 2016 Alcuin Awards for
Excellence in Book Design
winner! (children’s, tie)
~ 2017 BC Book Prizes’ Christie
Harris Illustrated Literature
Prize finalist!

Today
Written & Illustrated by Julie Morstad
b Also available from
Julie Morstad:
How To
Written by Julie Morstad

Trade cloth
ISBN 9781897476574
Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can
Singing Away the Dark
Written by Caroline Woodward

Trade Cloth
ISBN 9781772290196
Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can
The Swing
Written by Robert Louis Stevenson

Board Book
ISBN 9781897476482
Rights: World
$8.95 US | $11.95 Can

M

ultiple award-winning author/illustrator Julie
Morstad brings us an exquisite, modern take
on classic ‘everything’ books like Oh, What a Busy Day by
Gyo Fujikawa and Richard Scarry’s Best Storybook Ever. In
Today, the simplest moment has the potential to become
extraordinary, from getting dressed, to having breakfast,
to choosing ways to go. Every day is full of endless
possibilities—especially today!
d Julie Morstad is known for her surreal, whimsical
work. Her books have garnered many accolades,
including the Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Canadian
Picture Book Award, Marilyn Baillie Picture Book
Award, Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s Literature
Prize at the BC Book Prizes, and first prize at the
Alcuin Society Awards for Excellence in Book Design;
they have been shortlisted for many more, including
the Governor General’s Literary Award for Children’s
Illustration. She lives in Vancouver, BC.

Visit pages 17 to learn about the Henry Books
series, illustrated by Julie Morstad.
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l chapter books

recently published
b Ages 9 to 12
240 pages
5.5” x 8.25”

Paperback
ISBN: 9781927018798

Rights: World
$9.95 US | $11.95 Can

b Also available from
Michael Moniz:

The Whalemaster
Written & Illustrated by Michael Moniz

I

n this tale inspired by Moby Dick, one harpooner and
one boy must face the rigors of life on a whaling
vessel, hunting the largest thing that has ever lived. As
the boy’s respect for both the whaler and the whales
grows, he becomes tormented by visions and memories
he doesn’t understand. It’s a life of blood and fire,
and they sail endlessly until they battle the leviathan,
the monster whale that will lead the boy to the whaler’s
homeland. An island beset by pirates and war, it is a
place that will restore the boy’s memories and teach him
the true meaning of strength and courage.

The Cardinal and
the Crow
Trade cloth
ISBN 9781927018583
Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can
The Boy and the Whale
Trade cloth
ISBN 9781927018149
Rights: World
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can
Wazzyjump
Paperback
ISBN 9781772290172
Rights: World
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

d Michael Moniz spent his childhood living between
the big city and the tranquil Azores islands of Portugal.
He has written and illustrated several picture books,
including Wazzyjump (a 2014 Canadian Toy Testing Council
Recommended Read), The Boy and the Whale, and The Cardinal
and the Crow (a 2016 Forest of Reading Blue Spruce
Award nominee from the Ontario Library Association).
When Michael is not telling stories, he works as an Artistic
Director for a Toronto-based advertising agency.
www.simplyreadbooks.com
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early readers l

new title

MURILLA
GORILLA

by Jennifer Lloyd
& Jacqui Lee

Murilla Gorilla stars in this early reader series as a comical
jungle detective who solves mysteries for her friends in the
African Rainforest.

b Ages 5 to 8
48 pages
6” x 9”

Trade Cloth
ISBN: 9781927018781

Rights: World
$9.95 US | $12.95 Can

d Jacqui Lee is the illustrator
of the Murilla Gorilla series
and the picture book Taffy
Time. She graduated from the
Alberta College of Art and
Design with a Bachelor of
Design, and currently lives
and works in Vancouver, BC.
b Also
2 available from
Chapter e
s
the
team:
asame
A New C
traight to
headed s Taffy Time
Murilla
.
l’s MopsTrade cloth
Mandril
day,”
ISBNl to
9781927018620
n specia
o
e
r
a
s
p
Rights: World
“Mo
l said.
Mandril
$16.95e m
USo|p$21.95
Can
s.
t th
looked a
Murilla

Murilla Gorilla
and the Missing Mop

I

t’s a hot afternoon and Murilla Gorilla, jungle
detective, is back on the case. This time, one of
Mandrill’s mops has disappeared. Will Murilla be able to
help her friend in the middle of a sticky mess? Or will
she get distracted by thoughts of a cool glass of lemonade?
d Jennifer Lloyd is the author of several children’s
picture books, including One Winter Night, Looking for Loons,
Ella’s Umbrellas, The Best Thing About Kindergarten, and Taffy
Time. When she is not at her writing desk, she works as a
kindergarten teacher in Blainville, Québec.
Visit page 15 to learn more about Jennifer Lloyd’s picture books.

13

30

www.simplyreadbooks.com

l early readers

recently published

Also Available in the Murilla Gorilla series

Murilla Gorilla,
Jungle Detective

M

urilla Gorilla is
woken up by a new
case: Ms. Chimpanzee’s
muffins were stolen. But
who did it? It’s up to
Murilla to find out...as
long as she can find her
badge first!
ISBN: 9781927018156

Murilla Gorilla and
the Lost Parasol

A

rainstorm has passed
through Mango
Market. Parrot is upset by
a missing parasol at his
parasol stand. It’s up to
Murilla to solve the case.
ISBN: 9781927018231

b Praise for
the Murilla Gorilla series
~ Murilla Gorilla and the Hammock
Problem is a 2014 Alcuin Society
Award for Excellence in Book
Design first prize winner, and a
fall 2014 Canadian Children’s
Book Centre Best Books for Kids and
Teens selection!
~ Murilla Gorilla, Jungle Detective is
a 2013 Alcuin Society Award
for Excellence in Book Design
second prize winner, a 2014
Canadian Toy Testing Council
Recommended Read, and a
2013 Canadian Children’s Book
Centre Best Book for Kids and Teens
selection!
“Readers will be hungry for more.”
— New York Times

“Will delight emerging readers.”
— School Library Journal

“Charming.”
— Publisher’s Weekly

“This early reader is a pleasure.”
— Kirkus Reviews

Murilla Gorilla and
the Hammock Problem

O

kapi discovers that
one of his hammocks
has a hole in it. What could
have happened? It’s up
to Murilla to find out by
following a set of strangelooking prints leading away
from the hammock.
ISBN: 9781927018477
www.simplyreadbooks.com
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board books l

new edition
b Ages 0 to 3
28 pages
6” x 6”

Board Book
ISBN: 9781772290257

Rights: World
$7.95 US | $9.95 Can

b Praise for
ABC
“This sturdy tome with vintageinspired aesthetic does double
duty as an alphabet primer and
baby’s first lesson in style.”
— Seattle Magazine

ABC
Written & Illustrated by Matthew Porter

N

ow in a new edition, with all-new paintings and
at a new size. ABC is an adorable alphabet book
that is full of gorgeous colours, textures, and cute
animals. It comes with funky acrylic and ink paintings
on wood, like those well-loved and worn wooden ABC
blocks we stacked up, chewed up, kicked around, and
dropped as children. This unique children’s book is
vintage, modern, and timeless. For this new edition,
Matthew Porter has updated and re-painted all the
pages, as well as adding hand-lettering.

b Also available from
Matthew porter:
Monkey World ABC
Board Book
ISBN 9781927018071
Rights: World
$8.95 US | $11.95 Can
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d Matthew Porter’s paintings have included such
themes as circus sideshow banners, children’s
alphabets, Mexican wrestlers, Japanese toys, giant
robot cats, and the infamous Monkey World series. He
has showcased his work in London, New York, L.A.,
and Seattle, where he lives with his wife.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

l selected backlist

board books

Adorable, artful board books for babies,
available from Simply Read Books:
b Ages 0 to 3
16 pages
5.5” x 6.5”

board book
ISBN: 9781897476482

Rights: World
$8.95 US | $11.95 Can

b Praise for
The Swing
~ A 2013 Canadian Childrens’ Book
Centre Best Books Pick!
“This calming, rhythmic tale is great for
a cozy cuddle.”
— Canadian Family

The Swing

“This classic poem...is given new life
with beautiful drawings by an awardwinning illustrator.”
— Today’s Parent

Written by Robert Louis Stevenson c Illustrated by Julie Morstad

b Ages 0 to 3
22 pages
7” x 7”

board book
ISBN: 9781897476741

Rights: World
$9.95 US | $12.95 Can

b Praise for
Everyone Eats
~ 2012 Alcuin Society Award for
Excellence in Book Design, first prize
winner!
“Visually striking.”
— New York Times

Everyone Eats

“A feast for the eyes.”
— Kirkus Reviews

Written & Illustrated by Julia Kuo

www.simplyreadbooks.com
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selected backlist l

picture books

The perfect picture books for young learners,
available from Simply Read Books:

The Yoga Game
in the Garden

The Yoga Game
by the Sea

Bird

Maddalena

Written by Kathy Beliveau
Illustrated by Denise Holmes
ISBN 9781927018712
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

Written by Kathy Beliveau
Illustrated by Denise Holmes
ISBN 9781927018491
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

Wendell
the Narwhal

Jayde the Jaybird

Copycat

Slush Mountain

Written & Illustrated by
Emily Dove
ISBN 9781927018668
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

Written & Illustrated by
Beatriz Martin Vidal
ISBN 9781927018644
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

Written & Illustrated by
Laura Orsolini
ISBN 9781772290073
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

Written & Illustrated by
Stephanie Sim
ISBN 9781927018767
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

The Cardinal &
the Crow

Taffy Time

Sun and Moon

Written & Illustrated by
Michael Moniz
ISBN 9781927018583
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can
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Written by Jennifer Lloyd
Illustrated by Jacqui Lee
ISBN 9781927018620
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

Written & Illustrated by
Lindsey Yankey
ISBN 9781927018606
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

www.simplyreadbooks.com

Written by Brandee Bublé
Illustrated by Eliska Liska
ISBN 9781927018699
$15.95 US | $20.95 Can

Written & Illustrated by
Bjorn R. Lie
ISBN 9781927018828
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

Capital

Written & Illustrated by
Afonso Cruz
ISBN 9781772290059
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can
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